Federal Register/Vol. 65, No. 31/Tuesday, February 15,

2000/ Proposed Rules 7485

but also found tidewater gobies digging
breeding burrows in mud in the wild
(Swenson 1994). Inter-burrow distances
range from about 5 to 275 centimeters
(cm) (2 to 110 in.) (Swenson 1995).
Females lay 100 to 1000 eggs per clutch,
averaging 400 eggs/clutch, with clutch
size depending on the size of both the
female and the male. Females can lay
more than one clutch of eggs over their
lifespan, with captive females spawning
6 to 12 times (Swenson 1995). Wild
females may spawn less frequently due
to fluctuations in food supply and other
environmental conditions, but the
species clearly has a high reproductive
potential, enabling populations to
recover quickly under suitable
conditions. Male gobies remain in the
burrow to guard the eggs that are
attached to sand grains in the walls of
the burrow. Males also spawn more than
once per season (Swenson 1995), and
although they can have more than one
clutch in their burrow, presumably from
different females (Swift et al. 1989),
Swenson (1995) found that males
accepted only one female per brood
period. Males frequently go for at least
a few weeks without feeding, and this
probably contributes to a mid-summer
mortality often noted in populations
(Swift et al. 1989; Swenson 1994, 1995).
Reproduction peaks during spring to
mid-summer, late April or May to July,
and can continue into November or
December depending on the seasonal
temperature and rainfall. Reproduction
sometimes increases slightly in the fall
(Swift et al. 1989; Camm Swift,
Department of Biology, Loyola
Marymount University, pers. comm.
1995). Reproduction takes place when
temperatures are between 15 to 20
degrees Celsius (60 to 65 degrees
Fahrenheit) and at salinities of 0 to 25
ppt (Swift et al. 1989; Swenson 1994,
1995). Typically, winter rains and cold
weather interrupt spawning, but in
some warm years reproduction may
occur all year (Goldberg 1977; Wang
1984). Goldberg (1977) showed by
histological analysis that females have
the potential to lay eggs all year in
southern California, but this rarely has
been documented. Length-frequency
data from southern and central
California (Swift et al. 1989; Swenson
1994, 1995) and analysis of otoliths
from central California populations

(Swift et al. 1997) indicate that
tidewater gobies are an annual species
and typically live 1 year or less.

We published a proposed rule, with
additional background information, to
remove the northern populations of the
tidewater goby from the list of
endangered and threatened wildlife on
June 24, 1999 (64 FR 33816). The
original comment period closed on
August 23, 1999. Significant new
information regarding marine dispersal
of tidewater gobies was brought to our
attention late in the comment period,
with additional information provided
since the closing of that comment
period. We require time to fully evaluate
the information and to solicit further
peer review of this proposal. We will
solicit the opinions of appropriate and
independent specialists regarding the
data, assumptions, and supportive
information presented for the proposed
delisting of the tidewater goby per our
Interagency Cooperative Policy for Peer
Review in Endangered Species Act
Activities (59 FR 34270).

Public Comments Solicited

It is our intent that any final action
resulting from this proposal will be as
accurate and as effective as possible.
Therefore, we solicit comments or
suggestions from the public, other
concerned governmental agencies, the
scientific community, industry, or any
other interested party concerning this
proposed rule. Our practice is to make
comments, including names and home
addresses of respondents, available for
public review during regular business
hours. Individual respondents may
request that we withhold their home
address from the rulemaking record,
which we will honor to the extent
allowable by law. There also may be
circumstances in which we would
withhold from the rulemaking record a
respondent’s identity, as allowable by
law. If you wish us to withhold your
name and/or address, you must state
this prominently at the beginning of
your comment. However, we will not
consider anonymous comments. We
will make all submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspection in their entirety.

All comments, including written and e-
mail, must be received in our Ventura
Fish and Wildlife Office by March 31,
2000. We particularly seek comments
concerning:

(1) Biological, commercial trade, or other
relevant data concerning any threat (or lack
thereof) to this species;

(2) Additional information concerning the
range, distribution, and population size of
this species; and

(3) Current or planned activities in the
range of this species and their possible
impacts on this species.

The final decision on this proposal to
delist the northern population of the
tidewater goby will take into
consideration the comments and any
additional information we receive, and
such communications may lead to a
final regulation that differs from this
proposal.

This rule does not include any
collections of information that require
approval by OMB under the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

National Environmental Policy Act

We have determined that an
Environmental Assessment or
Environmental Impact Statement, as
defined under the authority of the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, need not be prepared in
connection with regulations adopted
pursuant to section 4(a) of the Act. We
published a notice outlining our reasons
for this determination in the Federal
Register on October 25, 1983 (48 FR
49244).
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